The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Richard Burr

Chair Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor Senate Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions

428 Dirksen Senate Office Building 217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr:

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the addiction epidemic in our country and contributed
to a nearly 30 percent increase in the number of overdose deaths in the past year. In the wake of
increased isolation coupled with treatment and support system disruptions, the number of people
suffering and dying from overdoses soared to more than 93,000, the highest annual total on
record.! Now, more than ever, those who are struggling with addiction need our help. We urge
the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee to take up and pass S. 485, The
Family Support Services for Addiction Act. This bipartisan bill, which has already passed the
House of Representatives, would provide $25 million in grant funding over five years for family
support services—training, education and peer-to-peer support—that are necessary components
of effective addiction treatment and recovery.

Substance Use Disorders create many victims; family support services help to effectively aid
them all by meeting families where they are, which is in their own communities. Evidence shows
that when families are involved in their loved one’s treatment and recovery, outcomes improve
for everyone involved.[ 1 For the person struggling with SUD, family engagement helps
increase their commitment to treatment and strengthens lasting support systems for long-term
recovery.l"LVl For family members, support services provide key training and education while
alleviating many of the adversities—stress, guilt, shame, anger, fear, anxiety, loss, grief, and
isolation—that come from caring for someone experiencing a Substance Use Disorder.[
Additionally, preventing and reducing the current medical, environmental, emotional, and
psychological disorders experienced by family members can help reduce future risks.

Despite the importance of family support services, financial resources have been exceptionally
constrained and federal support has been largely absent. By providing $25 million in grant
funding to national and local family support service programs, the Family Support Services for
Addiction Act fills the gaping hole in federal support. Through this act, thousands of
families will be empowered with the knowledge and resources to support themselves and
their loved ones.

At this critical time, we urge you to take up and pass S. 485, Family Support Services for
Addiction Act.

Sincerely,
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SpiritWorks Foundation
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Stronger than addiction

Support After Addiction Death
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